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NOTE: Next week is National Reconciliation Week (May 27 to June 3)

A line dancing class at Stepney is creating common ground for a group of dancers from indigenous
and non-indigenous backgrounds.

The Otherway Guys and Gals dancing group is a collaboration between ACH Group’s Social
Links program and the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry at Stepney.

The class began in 2012 when ACH Group’s Aboriginal Wyatt Holiday customers joined a Social
Links dance group at Burnside.

Social Links Coordinator Tash Burczyk says by the time the six-week program ended and the
venue was no longer available, strong friendships had formed.

“It has been so successful, not just in terms of dancing, but in terms of reconciliation between
indigenous and non-indigenous customers,” she says.

The Aboriginal Catholic Ministry at Stepney offered its Otherway Centre at Stepney as a venue,
and the group meets there every Wednesday.

Otherway Centre Coordinator June Romeo says the class is more popular than ever.

“They are all so close, there’s a lovely bond there, so we're pleased that a way was found to keep
it going,” she says. “We went and did a demonstration at the Aboriginal Elders Village this year
which was great — everyone loved it.”

Marsha Hind, who came to Adelaide from Scotland 47 years ago, is happy to be part of the group.

“I have my music on at home all day long and | dance all day long,” she says. “I love dancing and |
love the company.”

Dance instructor Margaret Plew says beginner level line dancing is low impact which is suitable for
people who are recovering from injury or iliness.

“We try to keep it at a speed and pace that suits everybody,” she says. “You don’t need a partner,
but you're still having fun and socialising.”

WHAT: Otherway Guys and Gals Dance Group

WHEN: Wednesdays, 1pm to 2.30pm

WHERE: Otherway Centre, Stepney

COST: $5

Find out more: Phone ACH Group on 1300 224 477 or visit http://www.ach.org.au/social
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About ACH Group

ACH Group is a not-for-profit aged care organisation that has been offering services to
support good lives for older people in South Australia since 1952.

As well as accommodation options across Adelaide, the Fleurieu Peninsula and East
Melbourne, the group offers a range of health, wellbeing, respite and support services,
help at home and social activities.

Our 1700 specialist staff and hundreds of volunteers share the belief that older people
should be valued and respected, connected to their communities and in control of their
lives.

For further information or comment, please contact Anna Randell on (08) 8159 3632, 0417 856 361 or
ARandell@ach.org.au.
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